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by Diana Mostert 

Ms. Susan Drake was the 1996 Staley 
Lecture guest speaker. “Ms. Drake was 
the Senior Conservation Officer with the 
US State Department and she played an 
active role in preparing the UN resolution 
established in the Earth Summit and was 
recognized for her work at the Summit in 
1992.” 

On Wednesday January 17, Ms. 
Drake spoke for the college in the chapel 
service on, Faith & Public Policy: A 
Personal Journey. Drake spoke from her 
personal experiences from her occupation 
and of some of the opportunities which 
she has had in the past few years. She 
shared some of her history and the 
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improbability of someone such as herself 
to have reached such a position such as 
working in the US State Department. 

In her search for meaning Drake 
originally became a Buddhist through her 
music class. But in one of her biology 
classes she met a Tibetan woman who 
had been converted from Buddhism to 
Christianity. This woman shared the 
Gospel with her, pointing her to Christ 
who is “the way, the truth and the light.’ 
Since then, she has had to stand up for 
the truth in many different ways in her 
career. Throughout her young Christian 
life she has traveled through the Old 
Amish churches, as well as Pentecostal, 
Reformed and conservative Baptist. 
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Ha-ha, Humour? 


Humour, like all other aspects of our life has been 


tainted by sin. 
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Night of the Round Table was a resounding hit. See page 4 for ratings of the banquet 


From each community she has gained a 
different way of looking at one’s Chris- 
tian walk. Drake shared her love for 
Christ and her desire to trust in Him for 
all things, as well as her desire to not be 
ashamed of her Saviour. Drake has been 
a Christian for only the past fifteen years 
of her life and in those years she has 
really struggled with her occupation and 
the church life she lives. She struggles to 
integrate her faith with her daily life, 
especially when facing the two worlds of 
Christianity and politics, which at times 
seem to be so separated in practice. 

Ever since she can remember Drake has 
wanted to be an ambassador. Now as a 
Christian, her desire is to be an ambassa- 
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this publication, 
the CROWN, 


will now be 


Is there a specific context for humour’? 


When does it not fit? 
When do we cross the line from funny to crude? 
Where do we find a balance’? 
What are the roles of different 
types of humour (i.c, sarcasm, puns, tall tales)? 


Deadline: 


Wednesday, February 7, 1996 before 6:00PM 
on the CROWN disc in the Computer Lab. Please save your 
article in WordPerfect 5.1 for our convenience. 


released in the 


Redeemer halls on 
Wednesdays rather than 


on Fridays. 


And there was much 
Rejoicing! 


Environment 


dor for Christ and work for His kingdom 
Drake posed challenges to her 
audience, as well as the encouragement to 
dream big dreams. She pointed to her 
own life to show how God used her 
dreams in ways in which she would never 
have guessed before. She called all those 
present to reconsider the task that all 
Christians have in this world and to 
recognize that in Christ, all things are 
possible. Christians are agents of God to 
change this world, and as such, should be 
busy developing ways of thinking about 
global issues, which can only be done 
with the wisdom of our God. Drake 
pointed out that there are many opportu- 
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Musings 
of 


Diana Mostert 
-Editor- 


How much truth is honest truth? 

What do you say when a friend of yours 
comes up to you and asks you if you like 
her new hair cut? Personally you would 
never cut your hair in that way and you 
don't think it suits her very well. Others 
around you have just complimented her 
and you know she wants a compliment 
from you as well to at least assure her that 
she didn’t waste her money or made a 
mistake. 

What do you say when someone 
walks by you in the hallway and asks you 
how you are in passing? You honestly 
feel like the world is coming to an end 
and that the burdens of life have got you 
pinned down. Everyone else usually just 
says fine, but it isn’t just fine. 

And if you were the editor of the 
student newspaper and someone submit- 
ted an article or a quote that didn’t seem 
to be the best witness of Christ to you and 
yet a student from Redeemer submitted it 
to you--do you delete it off the page as if 
it never was submitted or do you publish 
it as it came, however sorry that a fellow 
student wrote what they did? 

How do we as a college community 
deal with truth when it is unpleasant as 
well as hurts individuals if not the whole 
community? Attimes we wish that we 
could throw it under'a carpet hoping that 
it will never be uncoveredagain and yet, 
it needs to be dealt-with: 

How do you weigh the motives of 
such questions over the ‘out and out’ 
honest answers that could be given? Do 
you injure you friend's pride’by telling 
her, “I’m sorry but I. don’t really think 
that your new hair cut suits you,” and 
then perhaps tack on, “but'maybe I just 
need. time to adjust to the new look.” 

Do you tell the person that asked you 
how you are just how you really feel and 
that you really do need someone to talk 
to? Do you could share your frustrations 
and maybe get someone else’s perspec- 
tive on the things that are bothering you? 
Or do you refrain as many do because 
often the question “how are you?” really 
is more of an expression of acknowledg- 
ment rather than a literal question? 
Sometimes interpreting the question 
literally as, “sit down, tell me how you 
are doing” is a burden to the other person. 
So do you make yourself a burden or do 
you respond by saying, “I’m just fine. 
And how are you?” To which is then so 
glibly responded, “fine thank you.” 

I struggle with how one should deal 
with the whole issue of truth even in these 
seemingly less than large issues, But 
when is truth a small factor and when 
does it become a large issue? We need to 
dea! with all things in a “truthful, just and 
righteous way” as Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 
4:2 also reminds the Israelites. 

In the Bible there are so many 
references. to truth that one would think 
that it should-not be such a sticky issue 
and yet there. dre:so many times that it is 
recommended that the truth be softened 
or toned down so as to not offend or hurt 
anyone. Yes, | understand the concept 
that we need:to consider the many 
complexities of each situation and the 
people involved before there can be an 
answer to some of the above questions 
but when does the toned down truth 
become a lie?) When the truth in love is 
activated | think there is a better dealing 
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EDITORIAL 


with the situation, 

I hope by writing this to raise some 
questions about certain issues that the 
CROWN and many other areas of the 
college has to deal with, including dorm 
life. Sometimes the truth should be heard 
and maybe that hair cut was simply and 


honestly a messy mistake. 
* * * 


Some verses to contemplate: 
“A truthful witness gives honest testi- 


mony, but a false witness tells lies.” 
Proverbs 12:17 


“Reckless words pierce like a sword, but 
the tongue of the wise brings healing.” 


Proverbs 12:18. 


“The Lord detests lying lips, but he 
delights in men whoa re truthful.” 
Proverbs 12:22 


“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will in all things grow up in him who is 
the Head, that is, Christ.” 

Ephesians 4: 15% 
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Avoiding 
Offence 


Dear Editor: 

This letter is in response to your note 
concerning an article for the centrespread 
ofthe CROWN. — 

Until Monday I was very sure that I 
was going to write an article for the next 
edition. | had discussed it with you and 
others and felt very optimistic about it. 
My mind was changed for the following 
reasons: 

‘1) [know that the article was to be 
an outlet for those who are the minority 
here at Redeemer to express their opinion 
of life here. That was exactly what I was 
going to do. Then the thought came to 
me that I might unintentionally offend 
someone, whether it be staff, faculty, or 
student. 

2) There is obviously enough tension 
here concerning this topic. I feel that 
people might misinterpret my written 
words and fit my thoughts negatively into 
their own pre-conceived ideas on the 
topic. 

3) Although I find education at 
Redeemer excellent and worthy of 
commendation, | find the social aspect 
somewhat challenging. Not just to 
myself as a minority but to anyone of 
non-Dutch descent. So why make it any 
harder? 

Sincerely, 
Sonia Reid 


You may contact the editor by calling 304- 
3509, Letters to the editor may be mailed 
to the preceding address, mailed on campus 
via Redeemer's inter-campus mail system 
(ICM), submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251, or e-mailed 
locally to crown, Advertising rates 
available upon request, 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space permits. 
No anonymous submissions will be 
published. Submissions for the next issue 


‘ must be received by; Wednesday, February 


7, 1996 at 6:00PM. 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members. A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN. 
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Lectures 


@ continued from page |, 


global issues, which can only be done 
with the wisdom of our God. Drake 
pointed out that there are many opportuni- 
ties open here at Redeemer in receiving 
Christian education and from here are 
many opportunities to share that wealth of 
knowledge. She called her audience to 
consider both the roles as male and female 
leaders, who, with Christian backgrounds 
and education, need to be heard and seen 
because we have something that the rest of 
the world needs. She added that the world 
sees and hears those who are honest and 
sincere workers, She encouraged every- 
one to “Dream big dreams.” 

The morning topic of Thursday, 
January 18 was Public and Personal 
Christian Witness to Environment and 
Development Concerns. Drake further 
explained her position and the things 
which were accomplished at the UN Earth 
Summit. She shared with us her dream 
that the world religious leaders would get 
together to discuss the subject of the 
environment. She pointed out how 
important it was that faith groups and faith 
communities need to get involved and 
share their wealth of wisdom in this area 
as well. Only faith communities have the 
answer to the environmental problems, as 
they know the origin of its breakdown. 

Bu 27772? 

is that as Christians there is the need to 
recognize that the earth has limits just as 
all finite creation has limits. In the 
secular world where technology and 
science have all the answers to human 
needs, there is no thought concerning the 
idea of limits. People are always on the 
run for new and better ways of doing 
things. This is a position which does not 
take into consideration creation’s clock. 

Drake encouraged everyone to start 
applying Christian perspectives on the 
environmental issues by starting with our 
personal lives and in our own homes. By 
working on the personal and individual 
level first, we can be witnesses to the 
larger community. But that should not be 
the conclusion either; we need to be busy, 
being seen and being heard on the issues 
as well, as Drake encouraged us earlier. 
“If we don’t, who will?” was Drake’s 
concluding sentence. 

In the third lecture, Drake spoke 
about Missions, Environment and Sustain- 


able Development. Here Drake 
critiqued the old method of Western 
missions which basically took over and 
changed an area into a pocket of 
Western ideas, culture and methods of 
progress. The idea of missions is dear 
to Drake's heart because ever since she 
became a Christian, she has wanted to 
share with others what she has received. 

Drake shared with us a story of her 
visit with the Dali Lama, the leader of 
Buddhism. While she visited with him 
she asked him this question: “Why is 
the earth suffering?” His first response 
was that it was too philosophical a 
question. His second response was that 
it was all a question of practicality, The 
third response was that Buddhism had 
the most to say of any faith about 
environmental issues. All these re- 
sponses seemed so shallow that Drake 
finally spoke about how the Christian 
faith looked at the suffering of the 
earth. Not only does Christianity have 
the reason for its suffering but it also 
has a solution. The Dali Lama(???7) 
had no response after that and she was 
dismissed from his presence. 

Drake points out from this story 
that there is the need for missionaries 
not just to save the souls of people but 
to consider all aspects of life. The care 
for the soul and the care for the socio- 
economic needs should not be dealt 
separately, but as one. The care for the 
salvation of people and the care for all 
of creation must be worked on all at 
once; one aspect is not more important 
than the other but they are equally 
important. 

Drake had a lot to tell us and she 
shared much of her personal life and 
struggles and dreams with us which 
made for very interesting and thought 
provoking speeches. However, a brief 
critique of what she said must also be 
made. The one critique that I have 
heard more than once since the Staley 
Lectures is that Drake had a lot to share 
and challenge us with but she did not 
share any well worked out ideas of the 
very things which she challenged us 
with. Perhaps some of the time in 
which she shared personal anecdotes 
could have been better used in working 
through some methods of working on 
those challenges and more reflection on 
these challenges for further 
consideration. @ 
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VA’ Update 


by Sid Ypma 

We decided in VA? that we needed to find 
anew medium for our bi-monthly news- 
letter. Over the past five years that the 
VA’ program has been running, there 
have been regular newsletters which have 
gone out in mailboxes or with Time Out. 
This newsletter contained some personal 
reflection on the program as well as 
regular updates on what the VA? group is 
up to. 

As editor, it often seemed as though 
these newsletters were not being read and 
in turn the information was not being 
received by the Redeemer community. It 
is important for the Redeemer community 
to know what we are doing because our 
work is a part of the future of Redeemer 
College. 

With that in mind, we have decided 
to use the CROWN as our new forum for 
updating you on our goals and efforts. 

By putting a regular article in the 
CROWN, we hope that you will recognize 
our activities and also be aware of 
opportunities for you to get involved, 
which in turn would help us in our efforts 


_ to increase enrolment at Redeemer 


College. 

Last semester there was an article 
that explained some of our history and 
information about what our group is 
about, so if you’re looking for more 
details you might want to search the back 
issues of the CROWN. Even so, some 
information bears repeating: Volunteer 
Admission Ambassadors (VA?) is a group 
of Redeemer student volunteers who aid 
the Admissions office with the organiza- 
tion of on-campus visiting days and the 


annual New Horizons visiting weekend. 
We are a group of sixteen volunteers 
that thoroughly enjoy the opportunities 
to speak to and get to know prospective 
students. VA?, as any member will tell 
you, is a great way to meet new people 
and gain experience with your public 
relation skills. 

So here’s what we’re doing over 
the course of the next month. Febru- 
ary - Letter Writing Campaign - At this 
time of the year we write personal 
student-to-student letters to the pro- 
spective students which the admission 
councellors have met in their travels, as 
well as students who have come to visit 
us here at Redeemer. If anyone is 
interested in writing some letters, please 
stop by Room 204 and pick up some 
material. 

February 10 - Meltdown - Senior 
high school-aged groups (sixteen and 
older) from across southern Ontario 
will be converging on Redeemer 
College’s campus for Meltdown ‘96, 
they’ Il try to beat the mid-winter blahs 
by burning off all that snowbound 
energy in a day packed with praise, 
worship and activity. We could use 
help with this event, so if you’re 
interested please stop by room 204 for 
more information. 

February 16 - En-Route - This 
will be a regular on campus visiting day 
so we ask that you make the prospec- 
tive students feel welcome. 

If you have any other questions 
contact Shawn Stovell, Richard 
Zekveld or myself. 


Student Senate Deals with Student Concerns 


by Shawn de Raaf 

Student Senate President 

Over the past few weeks Senate has been 
deluged with students’ concern over the 
demotion of Hennie Schat. Students 
expressed sadness and pain at seeing 
someone they care about enduring such a 
procedure. They expressed frustration 
with not knowing the facts involved in the 
issue. They also expressed anger, feeling 
that an injustice has been committed. As 
the vice-president of Senate, Steve 
Jaspers-Fayer must bring these concerns 
to the powers-that-be in order to give 
some response to those who took the time 
to fill out student concern forms. How- 
ever, there seemed to be so much confu- 
sion and frustration involved in this 
matter that | proposed that Senate host a 
Town Hall meeting on Friday the 26th, 
with the condition that members of the 
College administration be present to 
address any concerns, After approaching 
both Dr. Cooper and Lloyd Hack and 
receiving negative replies, Senate can- 
celled the meeting. 


However, this does not mean that 
student concern over the matter has 
dissipated. I would like to take this 
opportunity to address the issue of 
student input in college staffing matters. 

Senate understands the need to retain 
confidentiality and privacy in matters of 
employment. Although many students 
wanted to know the facts of the case-at- 
hand, these facts cannot be divulged 
according to laws and restrictions that 
must be upheld for fairness to exist in 
matters of employment at the College. 

However, there are larger issues at 
stake here that need to be spoken to, and 
one is the concern over student input into 
the employment review process here at 
the College. Presently, there is no formal 
procedure at the College to allow student 
participation in the job review process 
after the probationary period. Many 
students who work in the Cafeteria are 
saddened to see someone demoted for 
whom they have such respect and appre- 
ciation. 

There is also some concern over the 


apparent lack of consideration of a staff 
member’s ability to work with students. 
Since beginning my term as Senate Presi- 
dent, I have received quite a few com- 
plaints about the attitudes and activities of 
particular staff members at the College in 
regards to their dealings with students. 
Many staff members work to serve stu- 
dents, in the cafeteria, the front office, the 
Student Life Department and the Regis- 
trar’s Office. Yet we feel powerless when 
someone who has treated us with respect, 
consideration and efficiency is demoted 
while others who seem to be lacking in 


these areas continue to work at the College. 


There has been some measure of a long- 
term dissatisfaction with Redeemer Col- 
lege’s staff. Whether or not these senti- 
ments are always justified is another 
matter--the very fact that these feelings 


persist should be of concern to the College. 


Finally, how does the College ensure 
that justice is done in matters of employ- 
ment? Unfortunately, there is no one 
person who can remain objective in these 
matters, and those involved invariably take 


one side or the other. Whether the 
College follows the examples of most 
other educational institution and hires 
an ombudsperson or some outside 
adjudicator is yet to be seen--what 
exists right now is not sufficient to 
ensure justice in this process. 

I regret that the Town Hall 
meeting Senate called was cancelled. 
However, the previously scheduled 
Open Forum in February will give 
students the opportunity to raise 
questions about this issue or any other 
with the College's administration. By 
this time much of the heated emotion 
surrounding this issue will have 
dissipated so that any questions asked 
will be more sensitive to those 
concerned. However, I do sincerely 
wish that students do not forget how 
they feel now. It will be easy to get 
caught up in other events and duties 
and forget what has happened. 
However, if we forget to address our 
concerns in the future, honesty will 
not prevail, & 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STUDENT BODY 


A Banquet ARating 


by Sara Weber 
Having been to numerous banquets in 
my life, | was a little apprehensive about 
attending this year’s winter banquet, 
Vight of the Round Tables. Another 
long, drawn-out night, full of bland food 
and boring entertainment was what I was 
prepared for. Little did I know that this 
banquet would be so different than all 
the rest. This year’s banquet was filled 
with wonderful food, humorous emcee’s, 
and an exceptional variety of entertain- 
ment 
The dinner consisted of five deli- 
cious courses and there was enough food 
to feed the Canadian Army. Okay, I 
guess that doesn’t really prove my point. 
Let's just say that there was plenty of 
food 
The Masters of Ceremonies, Winona 
Strikwerda and Vaughn Gowling, 
enlightened us with the King Arthur 
“tales” and informative medieval 
commercials. The audience could see 
them relax and become more confident 
as the night went on 
The entertainment was very pleasur- 
_able because, a) it didn’t go on until the 
wee hours of the morning and b) the acts 
were very different from each other in 
style and content. From the melodious 
sounds of Sonia Reid to the, um. . . ah, 
original sounds of Rashasha@*!:Xahh, 
there was music for everyone’s taste. 
So on a scale from 1-10, I would 
rate this year’s banquet a °9’. 
Here is how others viewed the banquet: 
Geraldine Zietsma gave the banquet 
a ‘7’. She especially enjoyed Michael 
Bannerman and Danny Bird’s perform- 
ance of We like Dutch girls, saying that 
she knew it was a joke of the stereotype 
put on Dutch girls (or that it better be!). 


Dorm 8 - 
lhe Cook Lome 


by Dorm 8 

Other dorms on Redeemer campus 
have stated and believe that their 

own dorm is the best. However, I 
have found the best and coolest dorm 
on campus. It is first parking lot's 
Dorm 8. I have compiled this list of 
8 reasons of why Dorm 8 is the 
coolest: 

1) They have had 3 RA’s already 
and the year isn't over 

2) Mike Brinkman’s brother lives 
there 


4) People who come in ask them for 
food, but they know that those asking 
for food just want to be in the 
presence of greatness 

5) They shop for all the dorms in 
first parking lot and Dan Dopko 


») “The Tick” 
mornings). 
7) Jason Hofing (everyone knows 
Jay) 
%) How else would you explain why 
Dorms 7, 31, 33, 36, and 39 keep 
bugging Dorm 8 to have them over 
for dinner 

As you can see, all these reasons 
are valid, so | applaud Dorm 8 for 
being “The Coolest Dorm on 
Campus.” @ 


Fanclub (Saturday 
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Tim Zuidema, although he had a 
slightly biased opinion, also gave it a 
‘9’. He especially liked the choir 
because he was in it. 

Professor Cook rated the banquet a 
‘7’. Although he thought the dinner 
lasted a bit long, he enjoyed the per- 
formances. His favourites included 
Sonia Reid, Natasha Edwards-Hatfield 
and M+B’, because “they were very 
different.” 

Khristin Hunter thought the banquet 
deserved a ‘9’. She felt it was better 
than last year, saying there was more of 
a variety of entertainers. She also 
thoroughly enjoyed the great conversa- 
tion that carried on throughout the night 
at her table. 

Mendelt Hoekstra rated the banquet 
a ‘7’, saying that it was “way too long.” 
But he, too, enjoyed Danny and Mike’s 
song. His advice to the guys: “You'll 
get places with that song!” 

Andrea Vanderkooij rated the 
banquet an ‘8.5°. She felt that the food 
was a definite weak point but she really 
appreciated that each performing group 
was limited to one song (or at least most 
of them). Her favourite performance 
was by Violent Lethargy. 

The last rating of ‘7’ was given by 
Jon Schat and Vince Beerda. Their 
favourite performance was by 
Rashasha@*!:Xahh. But when asked 
what they didn’t like about the banquet, 
they replied “No nudity.” Also, both 
agreed that the food was too high class. 
Jon exclaimed, “I wanted a hamburger, 
man,” while Vince eloquently agreed, 
“Uh, yeah, me too.” 

Well there you have it. In general 
people enjoyed the banquet as a whole 
and look forward to it again next year! @ 


Every weekday! 
Morning prayer in the auditorium on 
the stage. From 7:30 to 8:00AM. 


Wednesday, January 31 

Blood Donor Clinic. From 10:00AM 
to 12:00PM and 1:30 to 3:00PM 
Give Life! 


A night on the town at the Medieval Banquet enjoying good Sriends and good entertainment 


Activity Calendar 


Upcoming Activities planned by Student Senate, Student Life and Others 


coming soon. — 


Photo by Joshua Vriesema 


Monday, February 12 to a4 
Friday, February 16 

Angels and Mortals. Organizedby 
Student Life and runs all week. us 
The perfect chance to give and receive of 
kindness, 2 gona fe 


Monday, February 
Ice Skating at the 4 Anci 


talent show, 


_ Acts wanted n sis Pr A ge 


Stay sured feat ain ements abot 
live entertainment in » Rec Cen | 


Redeeming the Raptors 


by Mike-I|-love-this-name-Zwiep 
Cliffe Hodgkinson and Becky Shain 
stared in disbelief at their reflections in 
the shiny hardwood surface. The scent 
of an official NBA referee, who forgot 
to wear the official deorderant of the 
NBA, filled their nasal cavities. The 
necessity for fan filled, courtside, seats 
finally sank in as Cliffe and Becky 
watched the cameras of national televi- 
sion pan over them and the other fans 
who had been bribed into filling the first 
level of the SkyDome, in the interest of 
portraying a full house. Cliffe tured to 
Becky and smiled. “Blazes” he 
exclaimed, “We can’t be more than ten 
diameters of a basketball away from 
Damon Stoudamire.” Becky laughed. 

“Distences can be misleading in the 
Skydome, Cliffe. Don’t forget that 
we're not in Redeemer’s gym.” 

Damon's limbs came in for a three 
point landing, as he knelt down to tie his 
brand new high tops. Ignoring the black 
scuff on his left shoe, he glanced up at 
Cliffe and Becky in surprise. “Re- 
deemer!” he remarked, “How’s dean 
Fenton Hardy?” 

“He's sitting in a seat that he payed 
for, like all the rest of the students from 
our school” Becky replied. 

“Well” chuckled Damon “Tell him 


that a first place Detroit means nothing 
in terms of the playoffs. What kind of 
name is ‘Red Wings’ anyway.” 

Meanwhile, a few levels higher, the 
rest of the Redeemer students com- 
mented on how lucky they were to 
attend a Toronto Raptors and Vancouver 
Grizzlies basketball game. Tim 
Zuidema shook his head as he thought 
how only one person could bring the 
likes of an institution like Redeemer 
College and two official NBA teams into 
one building: Nancy Hartholt, He could 
only conclude that it was through the 
excellent planning of Student Life and 
the high profile promotion coordinated 
by Jim Tack Corp, that Nancy was able 
to bring such big names as Betty 
Steinbeck, Professor Byle, Dean Fenton 
Hardy and John Lise into the event. 
Little did he know that his friends Cliffe 
and Becky sat within arms reach of 
another group of big names that included 
the likes of Bryant (Big Country) 
Reeves, Greg Antohony and Oliver 
Miller, 

Soon after the first jump ball the 
pace of the game began to establish 
itself. As Jack Klooster tried to find 
who was sitting behind the cheerleaders, 
he noticed a Toronto Star reporter, a few 
seats down, with a perplexed look on his 


face. “Hey!” Jack shouted, “What's 
wrong?” 

The reporter looked up at Jack. “I 
can’t find a word to describe the early 
action of this game. 

Jack thought to himself. “How 
about describing it as a lack lustre 
affair?” 

The reporter suddenly jotted this 
down. He then gazed back at Jack and 
explained that he also wrote all his 
headlines down before he knew the 
outcome of the game “What would be a 
good headline for my article if Vancou- 
ver wins this game in overtime?” he 
asked, 

Jack didn’t even pause for this one. 
“Write down ‘T.O. falls flat in O.T.”” 
His answer proved to be prophetic, as 
the end of the game saw the Grizzlies 
win 106 over the 101 points scored by 
the Raptors. Although none of the 
student's faces became the focus of the 
cameras of national television, great fun 
was had by all. 

After the game, Cliffe and Becky 
felt compelled to brag about their good 
seats with the rest of the Redeemer 
students. Since they seemed quite happy 
about this, they were asked to sit in the 
first few seats of the bus on the ride 
home. @ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AT REDEEMER & ABROAD 


BILLY BISHOP GOES TO WAR 


by Ryan McKenna 

Pow! Bang! Boom! Kazow!!! No, ladies 
and gentlemen, this is not a cheesy 
Batman show from the 1960's, this is a 
Redeemer College Theatre Arts ffepart- 
ment presentation of Billy Bishop Goes 
to War, starring Joel Bootsma as Billy 
Bishop. The full-length one man show, 
had approximately two action packed 
hours of intense drama and heroics right 
here in our very own studio theatre. The 
true, yet embellished, story revolves 
around a young man named Billy Bishop 
and his wartime exploits. The Canadian 
boy enlists in the army, and makes his 
way up from being a mere private to 
becoming a hero of the British Air 
Force. (British, of course, because at the 
time of WWI, Canada was still a colony 
of the British Empire.) 

Joel kept the story rolling as he took 
on the many different characters that 
Billy encountered along the way. He 
quite effectively, and entertainingly, 
assumed a noticeably different tone of 
voice, attitude, and host of mannerisms 
for each of the over twenty characters 
that he was called upon to play. The 
characters ranged from a man ina 
drunken stupor, to a singing seductress, 
to a gruff sargeant, to an older, very 
proper, very British woman. But the 
character that is perhaps closest to Joel 


Urbane: 


is that of Billy Bishop. Billy goes 
through experiences that range from 
frustration in the barricks, to terror in the 
dogfights, to grief at finding some dead 
men, to homesickness for the love of his 
life that is still in Canada. 

“Somehow it didn’t seem like war at 
all,” was a song that was sung that 
helped to show that those who went off 
to war were people just like ourselves, 
who felt and dreamt as we do, and who 
were not prepare for the injustice of war. 
Altogether, the play left those who saw 
it with alot to think about. 

Al Zudiema played the piano and 
sung to accompany Joel in telling this 
story that was one that should not have 
been missed by anybody. Unfortunately, 
Joel was very sick, to the point of being 
hospitalized on Friday night after the 
show, which left many who wanted to 
see the Saturday show without the 
opportunity to do so. The show will not, 
due to time constraints, be able to be re- 
done, and so for those of you who 
missed it, or for those of you who still 
have thoughts about it, then please feel 
free to talk to Joel Bootsma over the 
next little while about the show. I’m 
sure that he’ll be more than happy to 
talk to you. And besides, you never 
know what you might learn! Billy has 
quite alot to say.@ 


Conerete Imagery 


by Michelle ter Haar 

Is urban life as sophisticated and refined 
as many believe it to be? Judging from 
the title of their exhibition, this is the 
question that Bethlynn Koning and Tim 
Van Hemert are asking the viewers of 
Urbane. In answer, they have chosen to 
portray the everyday, the common, even 
the painfully obvious. 

Urbane is really two separate 
shows, dividing the Redeemer College 
Art Gallery in half, lengthwise. The 
artist’s drawings face each other and 
display two completely different compo- 
nents of urban life; its infrastructure and 
the people who function within it. The 
works of Koning and VanHemert are 
obviously united through the overall 
concept and the use of very graphic 
black and white drawings, but they 
differ greatly in mood. 

Buildings, signs and roads are the 
images depicted by Van Hemert. A 
resident of the Hamilton area will not 
have too much difficulty with identify- 
ing the locations of his drawings as they 
are all based on photographs taken 
throughout this very industrial area 
Each of his five large charcoal and chalk 
drawings are accompanied by unneces- 
sary notes of explanation, as the images 
are Clear enough to have a voice of their 
own 

Bold black lines are very prominent 
in Van Hemert’s pieces, nevertheless, 
there is an overall neutral tone to the 
works. Van Hemert does not give his 
viewers a visual indication of what he 
thinks of the subjects he depicts. Are his 
images a celebration of the everyday, or 
are they showing us that urban life is not 
quite as glamorous as some may think it 
is? Perhaps they do both. 


CROWN 


Regardless of their stylistic neutral- 
ity, the scenes themselves seem to lean 
towards a somewhat negative attitude 
towards urban infrastructure. With his 
drawing of a convoluted mess of signs 
and his aging, yet oppressive buildings, 
Van Hemert hints that urban life is too 
fast paced and that land, which used to 
produce sustaining food, has been forced 
into submission by human domination 
through endless construction. 

On the opposite wall, Bethlynn 
Koning presents her viewers with people 
that one meets everyday on the city 
streets, Koning’s five drawings are 
about the lives of you, me and Joe on the 
street comer. The people that she 
presents do not have the smooth faces of 
air-brushed models on glossy magazine 
pages; rather, life experience is en- 
graved in their wrinkles and vacant 
stares. These people face daily joys and 
struggles and are not overly concerned 
with appearing flashy and glamorous. 

Koning’s pieces work towards 
revealing the plight of the poor and 
lonely, the thoughts of the elderly and 
the life of care givers. Her choice not to 
concentrate on detail, but on the overall 
attitude and tone of her images, forces 
onlookers to react or interact with 
people. While some of the faces try to 
make eye contact with the viewer, one 
still has the choice whether to care or 
pass by without making eye contact, as 
is so common in daily urban life. 

Koning and Van Hemert definitely 
offer a social commentary with this 
exhibition, the particulars of which are 
to be decided upon by the viewer. 
Urbane opened on January 22 and 
continues through February 2, 1996.@ 


Joel Bootsma plays many parts including the Canadian hero Billy Bishop 


THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND 


by Joel Bootsma 

The drawing room of Lady Muldoon’s 
manor. A storm rages outside. The 
phone is dead. There’s a body on the 
floor. And a mysterious psychopath is 
on the loose. 

This is the setting of the murder 
mystery that we are to be delighted with 
while watching The Real Inspector 
Hound, Tom Stoppard, the playwright, 
uses this typical beginning to launch 
into an hilarious parody of anything 
written by Agatha Christie. Birdboot 
and Moon, two theatre critics, also take 
in the action, chatting, once in a while 
taking the time to comment on the play, 
and feasting on chocolates. 

The play contains the great stock 
characters that are expected yet loved in 
this type of farce. There's the stun- 


ningly beautiful, extremely sophisticated 
Lady Muldoon (Sara Weber); the 
charming, suave, suspicious stranger 
(Brad Cuzen); the pretty, yet cast aside 
girl-next-door (Christie Mulder); Major 
Magnus, the gruff man with an unknown 
past (Dave Eelkema); the little old 
maid, who says little, but seems to know 
everything (Jody Vanderwerf); and then 
there’s the Inspector Hound, who beats 
the odds and makes it to the manor to 
solve the mystery (Mark Tavenor) 

Fourth-year student Rebecca Neutel 
is directing this play as an independent 
study to complete the requirements for 
her major in Theatre Arts, It’s going on 
in the Black Box Thursday Feb. 1, 
Friday Feb. 2, and Saturday Feb. 3 at 
8:00PM. Tickets are $5.00.@ 


On January 12, 1996, Marisa Vanderveen and Laurens Kaldeway joined their 
impressive talents for a student recital in the auditorium 
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SPORTS AND ACTIVE RECREATION 


Women’s Basketball 
Lost to Humber 
Lost to Mohawk 60 - 48 
Lost to Seneca 


Men’‘s Basketball 
O'B .G 


Women’s Volleyball 
Won over Lambton in 5 


Men's Volleyball 
Lost to Georgian in 3 
Won over Nipissing in 3 
Lost to Canadore in 4 
Lost to Humber in 4 


Hockey 
Won over Sailors 
Tied Blues 2-2 
Tied Calvin 3-3 


Cross-Training with the Athletics Editor 
JUST DO IT! 


by Frances J. Manias 

Are you suffering from athletics with- 
drawal? Have you played on a team 
ever since you could hold or kick the 
ball? Perhaps you participated in all 
facets of your high school athletic 
program? Maybe you played regionally 
or provincially and attended clinic after 
clinic in your favourite sports? Has it 
been awhile since you have been part of 
a team or other competitive athletic 
endeavour? Do you consider the “good 
ole days” as your athletic days of old? 
Feel like you are getting old? Just 
thinking of the upcoming Olympics 
saddens me. These were the ones I was 
supposed to be in. I decided that in the 
ninth grade. I bet half the athletes 
competing this year are my age or 
younger! Scary. Usually it is my 
roommates who listen to me from time 
to time, whining about my athletic days 
gone by--the what ifs, if only’s, and | 
wish’s, now it is the whole Redeemer 
Community . 

The past and the future... . I miss 
my past athletic experiences and | miss 
my o/d dreams of the future. I will be 
honest with you, it has been tough to get 
over. Giving up my dream of playing 
for Canada’s women’s basketball team is 
one of the most difficult things I have 
had to do. | learned that I was not 
giving basketball up, | was giving it 
over--to God. I was reassured that if | 
gave basketball to God, that He would 
give it back to me someday. Since then 
| have had opportunity to instruct at 
Muskoka Woods, play for Redeemer, 
play in Venezuela with Christian 
Outreach International and coach a 
Senior Girl's team. 

What about getting older, graduat- 
ing from University, watching opportu- 
nities to play pass by and my old dreams 


of the future fade away? These things 
are true and inevitable. Things can 
never go back to the way they used be. | 
will never again be fifteen. And maybe 
I will never again dream of the National 
team as I did in the past. But, I will 
always dream of playing. I will always 
dream. 

Here is a Nike advertisement which 
you may understand and relate to as I 
have, when it comes to dreams of the 
past, the present and the future. 


Chinyere Vann 
15, and the only girl on New York’s Red 
star basketball team 


You had a brother and you watched him 
play ball. 

And you marvelled at his hands. 

And you loved to watch him run. 

And your mouth opened wide and far 
Just to watch him play a game he had 
learned to love. 

and the sound of the cheering had your 
head thinking: 

I could do that 

I could do that 

I could do something like that. 

And so, one day, you did. 


And now you marvel at your hands 
And you love to turn and run. 

And you are 15, only 15, just 15, witha 
hero onside your head. 

And the cheering sounds like a choir, 
And the choir is singing some new song. 
And the sound of the song 

Has your hands rising and saying: 

I could love this 

I could love this 

I could be in love with this. 

And you do. 

And you can. 

And you are.@ 


ALL STAR EXTRAVAGANZA 


by Cliffe Hodgkinson 
On Saturday, January 13, Loyalist 
College in Belleville hosted the Third 
Annual OCAA Volleyball All-Star 
Game. Redeemer was privileged to send 
three athletes to this event. On Friday 
night, after taking in a little culture at a 
piano/organ recital, Khristin Hunter, 
Scott DeVries and Cliffe Hodgkinson 
headed out for Belleville. Accompanied 
by Ben VanArragon, who was to serve 
as a host for the night, the four of them 
piled into Cliffe’s car, and the weekend 
was on! 

Arriving in Belleville at around 


1:00AM, our tired all-stars dropped into 
bed, only to be awakened seven hours 
later, by Ben’s smiling Dad, spatula in 
hand, and a table full of pancakes. After 
the repast, the three set out for Loyalist, 
Once there, they had practices, scrim- 
mages, meals and a little lounging time. 
There was a lot of interaction between 
players of opposing teams, normally 
mortal enemies, but on this day, 
teammates and friends. 

Having been sufficiently nourished 
by lasagna and salad, the men were 
piped into the gym (yes, by a bagpiper, 
complete with kilt), There, the national 


OCAA ALLSTAR 
BASKETBALL ACTION 


by Becky Shain 

On January 20, 1996 Redeemer Royals 
Michelle Schouten and Christina 
Hogeterp went to Durham College to 
represent the Women’s Basketball team 
at the annual OCAA Allstar game. 
Every year each team from both East 
and West divisions in the league send 
two or more allstars to play in this game. 
The deserving players recieve a full 
uniform, a warm-up t-shirt and other 
small gifts. 

The allstars showed their stuff right 
off the bat, and Michele and Christina fit 
right in. Both women received a fair 
number of minutes on the court and both 
contributed to their team. 

At the half the West was down by 
about fifteen points. While the coaches 
talked strategy and the players rested the 
crowd was entertained by the guest star 
appearence of the Toronto Raptor’s 
Mascot as well as the three point compe- 
tition. 

From the start of the second half the 
players seemed to have relaxed and took 
the coaches up on “showing their stuff”. 
Despite picking up intenstity and focus, 
the West could not bridge the point 
deficit. The final score saw the East top 
the West, 72-55. 

The 1996 allstar game was an 
exciting one for the fans with loads of 
talent. Congratulations Michelle and 
Christina! @ 


Crunch Time! 


by Jessica VanGurp 

The women’s volleyball team came a 
little bit closer to increasing their record 
to .500 with an exciting win against 
Lambton College on Saturday, January 
20, 1996. The women played strong 
despite a few lulls where serves were 
missed and mental errors made. 

Rachel Dewit was on fire, setting her 
hitters for a total of about forty-five 
kills! Overall it was a great match and 
the whole team played awesome, 
Hopefully this energy will carry us 
through the last stretch of the regular 
season and into the playoffs. Thanks to 
all the fans who came out and cheered us 
on, hope to see you out there again.@ 


anthem was sung, and the main event 
began. The warmups were something to 
behold, with the best hitters in the 
league pounding balls. The game itself 
was a thing of beauty, as the players 
combined hammerlike offense, and 
catlike defense to create a nailbiting 
five-game match, eventually won by the 
West (that’s us). 

The women’s game was another 
tense one, also going five games. This 
game displayed some tremendous feats 
of defensive prowess, and some power- 
ful hits. In the end, the East prevailed, 
but it was really the fans who won big, 
witnessing a stellar game. 

After the games, there was pizza 
and pop, and some more socializing. 
Here, the t-shirts and MVP awards were 
handed out, While the Redeemer 
players received t-shirts, they were 
mysteriously snubbed in the MVP 
category. After this assembly, the 
Redeemer athletes set out on their long 
trek home, tired, yet satisfied. @ 


Former Redeemer Athletes 
by Frances Manias 

Have you ever wondered about the 
calibre of Redeemer Athletes? ; 
How do they stack up against other — 
athletes in other colleges and 
universities? I am proud to say 

that some of our former athletes 

are giving their best at some other 
institutions across the country. 

Rich VanHuizen is tearing up the 
volleyball court as he is starting 

for the York Yeomen’s OUAA 
men’s team! 

Tricia Thibodeau is playing for the 
always threatening Mount Allison 
Aggies Womens's Basketball 

team! 

Sara Torrie, otherwise known as 
TREE, is bumping it up with the 
Brock Badgers women’s volleyball — 
team! They are currently in fourth 
place in the OUAA West division, — 
Congratulations and our best 

wishes go to these fine former 
Redeemer athletes 


[Royals lie Calkin 3-3! 


by an anonymous Hockey player 
January 23rd proved to be an encourag- 
ing night in Grand Rapids for the Royals 
Hockey team as they pulled off a 3-3 tie 
with Calvin College. The team showed 
a lot of heart going into the match up as 
three key players, Steve Harris, Aaron 
Harnden and Steve Berlingeri were not 
able to play. 

The team had a great time driving 
down to the Calvin College campus in 
Michigan. For most of the team it was 
their first experience with Calvin and 
they were very impressed by the facili- 
ties and size of the institution. 

The Royals came back from a 3-0 
deficit in the third period to tie it 3-3. 
Most impressive was the last goal scored 
by the Royals short-handed with only 
two minutes remaining in the game! 
Hank De Jong and Chris Groot played 
well together and were the scorers for 
the Royals, scoring 2 goals and 1 goal 
respectively. 

Defensively, the Royals are 
commended for their solid effort. 

The team thanks the fans who took the 
time to travel down and support them. 
There were easily 20 Redeemer fans, not 
to mention the Redeemer alumni. 
Redeemer in the past has had a rough 
time with the Calvin College hockey 
squad. This game was easily their best 
against the US rivals, Next time the 
Royals will be looking for a win.@ 


by Frances J. Manias 

Rumour has it that Redeemer Students 
have crashed the past two Raptor home 
games. In fact, Becky Shain and Cliffe 
Hodgkinson managed to get second row 
seats in January 25ths Raptor - Grizzly 
match-up which saw the Toronto team 
lose in overtime to the Vancouver club. 
When asked how they found their way to 
the second row when the rest of the 
Redeemerites were straining for oxygen 
in the nose bleeds of the Skydome, 
Becky Shain just batted her eyelashes 
and smiled (I'm kidding), Rumour has it 
these two lucky Royals were on TV too, 
Wow! Don’t you wish you would have 
went to the game? Congratulations to 
this week's Fans of the Weck!@ 
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OUR CHRISTIANITY 


No Laughing Matter 


by chris cuthil 

Last week Trent Coleman wrote an 
article about the Toronto Blessing which 
was no doubt a genuine response to an 
emotional experience. | do not doubt 
the sincerity of his story, but I would 
also accept the genuine account of a 
transcendental experience as being 
subjectively honest. But is experience a 
valid yardstick for Christians to use in 
authenticating something as God- 
authored? As Christians we are com- 
manded to fest the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. (| 
John 4:1) Advocates of the movement 
in Toronto argue that if it feels like it’s 
from God, then it must be. But the 
Bible says that the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked. (Jeremiah 17:9) Even as 
Christians we can be deceived by our 
feelings. That is why we must hold to 
Scripture as the final authority on all 
matters, In this spirit, I believe it is time 
for a Scriptural analysis of this so-called 
revival in Toronto. 

Before I go any farther, I want to 
say that I am writing out of love: As 
many of you know, I was once involved 
in a cult, so I know the signs. I know 
how easy it is to be deceived, so do not 
take my remarks as condescending or 
arrogant. From my own experience, | 
have gained a heightened appreciation 
for Jesus’ grim warning that fa/se 
prophets will appear and perform great 
signs and miracles to deceive even the 
elect. (Matthew 24:24) These false 
prophets will come in His name, and 
will therefore masquerade as “christian” 
ministers—ministers such as John 
Amott, pastor at Toronto’s Vineyard, 
and Rodney Howard-Browne, founder of 
the laughing revival. 

To begin, there is absolutely no 
Biblical justification for the laughing 
revival in Toronto. There is not one 
single verse in the Bible which says that 
when the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
comes upon a person, that person laughs. 
Proponents of the movement, such as 
John Wimber, the founder of Vineyard, 
are the first to admit that you “cannot 
find a precedent in the Bible for laughter 
and falling to the floor.” Others argue, 
however, that the laughter is a manifes- 
tation of spiritual Joy. 

It is, however, a fallacy to equate 
the word Joy with Laughter--for the 
simple reason that these two words have 
different and distinct root words both in 
Hebrew and Greek. Laughter is a mark 
of pleasure or derision, and belongs 
more to the realm of the soul or emo- 
tions, while spiritual Joy is an inner 
attribute, one member of the fruit of the 
Spirit which gradually becomes part of 
our Godly character. This is also 
distinct from rejoicing, which is a purely 
emotional response and is not dependent 
on salvation or spiritual status. The type 
of Joy that is produced by the Spirit of 
God is a calm confidence in one’s 
salvation, and looks beyond the present 
to our sovereign God who works out all 
things for our ultimate good, which is 
Christ-likeness. This kind of joy is 
distinct from mere happiness. Joy like 
this is possible even in the midst of 
sorrow. 

Perhaps Browne ought to examine 
the characteristics of Joy as a member of 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit when he says, 


“Joy has a voice, and it’s laughter,” 
Like all the other members of the fruit of 
the Spirit, it takes time to mature and 
cannot be imparted through laying on of 
hands or other superficial means. It is 
therefore different and distinct from the 
instant joy encountered in Toronto, One 
member of the fruit of the Spirit is not 
enough to transform our character, 
because fruit is singular, and comes as a 
nine member package. We become 
more God-like and Godly when we 
acquire all nine members of the fruit. 
Counterfeit joy, on the other hand, 
produces an instant spiritual high which 
makes a person desire more and more of 
it—a pseudo-Christian drug. 

The word Laughter occurs forty 
times in the Bible; none of which have 
any relevance to an anointing of the 
Holy Spirit. Most examples are a type 
of scornful laughter, while the others, 
such as the Israelites reaction to freedom 
from captivity are simply emotional 
responses which have no spiritual 
significance. But laughter is not the 
end. If this were the only manifestation 
seen in this movement, we would have a 
difficult enough time supporting it with 
Scripture, but where in the world are we 
going to find justification for the hosts 
of manifestations that are being reported 
all over the world in these laughter 
meetings? The original laughing and 
convulsing “blessing” has now become 
inclusive of a zoomorphic mimicry of 
dogs, pigs, owls, chickens, horses, cows, 
roosters, fish, women going through 
birth pangs, kangaroos, snakes, eagles 
and roaring lions. we ae 

Browne’s reading of American 
church history is also a key element in 
his apologetic. He insists that “holy 
laughter” happened during the eight- 
eenth century revivals, and while it is 
true that is in some revival services, 
people fell to the ground, barked . . . and 
laughed, Browne fails to mention that 
the manifestations came to a stop when 
critics rebuked the phenomenon in the 
name of Jesus. RHB has a talent for 
presenting history selectively in an effort 
to give legitimacy to the current move- 
ment. 

But all true movements of the Holy 
Spirit must have a Biblical 
precedent. The Bible carefully lists the 
Gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:8- 
10, and laughter is not included. Since 
laughter is not an attribute of the Spirit 
that can be imparted, or a fruit or Gift of 
the Holy Spirit, then we either have to 
entertain the possibility that God is 
revealing himself in an extra-Biblical 
way, or that this revival is not from God. 
It is wholly erroneous to existentially 
justify this, as Browne did by saying, 
“The only way you're going to under- 
stand what God’s doing is with your 
heart.” 

In discussing the movement, Hank 
Hanegraff, president of the Christian 
Research Institute, said that it does “not 
come from the Holy Spirit, this comes 
from the unholy spirit and it is danger- 
ous and deadly. To the person who 
opens a doorway to the occult, it isa 
very, very serious issue, It is extremely 
serious.” | would agree. While it would 
be completely reasonable to suggest that 
the movement is purely psychological, 
and that any b-grade hypnotist could 
perform the same tricks as Amott and 
Browne, Satan’s powers should not be 


overlooked, Browne himself was quoted 
as saying that “as long as something is 
happening, it really does not matter if it 
is of God, of man or of the devil,” This 
kind of deification of the manifestations 
is tantamount to spiritual adultery. 

In fact, the centre of attention or 
attraction in the Toronto Vineyard 
Church is not the Gospel or Jesus Christ, 
but the manifestations. Toronto's 
Vineyard has abandoned the mission of 
Christ for a therapeutic experiential 
religion which purports to be a move of 
the God, but this move is so far removed 
from the historic Christian faith that it is 
a cult bordering on the occult, When 
one hears about the hundreds which are 
receiving salvation at the Vineyard, he 
must understand that people are coming 
forward for signs and miracles. True 
Biblical salvation requires both repent- 
ance and faith in Jesus Christ; not what 
Browne calls the “anaesthetic of the 
Holy Spirit.” The manifestations do not 
validate anything, for Jesus said: Many 
will say to me on that day, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from 
me, you evildoers!’ (Matthew 7:22-23) 

The words of Paul clearly prove that 
the Toronto Blessing is outside the will 
of God, for in the context of discussing 
the manifestation of tongues, Paul gives 
strict guidelines for their use so as to 
avoid commotion. For God is not the 
author of confusion but of peace, as in 
all the churches... . (1 Cor 14:33) Paul 
says there must be order in a// churches. 
The Vineyard Airport Church hardly 
prescribes to any notion of order. | think 
that if one really examines the character 
and nature of the Holy Spirit, he will 
find that this bedlam, utter pandemo- 
nium and chaos is not of God. Do we 
have to be reminded that self-control is 
one of the members of the fruit of the 
Spirit? Are not all things in worship to 
be done decently and in order? (1 Cor 
14:40) 

If the Toronto Blessing is not 
Scriptural, it is therefore Extra-Biblical. 
The Bible is a book of spiritual truths 
and it is complete in every sense of the 
word. Sirite God is the author of the 
Bible, any extra-Biblical spiritual truths 
(what Oral Roberts calls: another level 
in the Holy Spirit) cannot possibly come 
from Him. The discovery of gravity is 
an extra-Biblical truth, but is not a 
spiritual truth. Spiritual moves which 
are extra-Biblical, must, by the rationale 
of Scripture, come from Satan. Whether 
or not this movement is a indeed spir- 
itual or just psychological is of course a 
separate issuc. 

Regardless, Christians must be wary 
of spiritual short-cuts which are not 
Biblical, You open the door to decep- 
tion and oppression. [ am perfectly 
willing to judge this movement as I am 
judged, by the truths present in Scrip- 
ture, If | am wrong, if God tnuly is 
adding an experiential book to the 
canon, then the basis of my confidence 
in salvation, the completeness and 
inerrancy of the Bible, is probably 
misdirected. And if this is the case, I'll 
be damned (quite literally) if this 
“blessing” is a move of God. 


* * + 


BTW, | have full and reliable documen- 
tation for all my quotes and information. 
If | had included all of it, this thing 
would be even longer! Just so you 
know. @ 


SPIRITUAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 


Which 
Denomination 


Has ie Truth? 


by Trevor Ross 

Coming from non-Reformed back- 
ground, it has been a rewarding experi- 
ence to attend Redeemer. | have very 
much appreciated my experiences at 
Redeemer, as they have helped me in 
my spiritual life. Being exposed to new 
belicfs and convictions such as what | 
have learned at Redeemer is healthy and 
causes one to grow in different ways 

Throughout my life I have been 
associated with four denominations and 
have been richly blessed from my 
experiences with them. Each one has 
strengths to offer which have benefitted 
me tremendously. Unfortunately, a 
multitude of denominations have caused 
friction and tension among many 
Christians; but isn’t God the author of 
this diversity? “God has arranged the 
parts in the body, everyone of them just 
as he wanted them to be. If all were one 
part, where would the body be?” (1 Cor 
12:18) 

Generally, people believe that their 
denomination has the proper view of 
Scripture, but I do not believe any 
denomination has the absolute truth, 
even though many people in each 
denomination believe they do. I chuckle 
when I see how some Christians believe 
their denomination is superior to the 
others, and then I come to realize that 
they have been exposed to nothing 
different since they were a child. | am 
certain that if they grew up in another 
denomination, their view of scripture 
would be different or somewhat changed 
than what it is today. Truly, what we 
experience to be true has been shaped by 
our upbringing. I like the words of Dr. 
Neil Anderson: 

“No, we are not right! The only one 
who is right is God. We think we are 
defending the truth, but what we are 
actually defending is our own theologi- 
cal position and worldview. Nobody has 
a perfect perspective of reality, and 
nobody fully knows the truth. We are 
not omniscient, and we all have a grid 
by which we interpret and evaluate life.” 

1 am not suggesting that you throw 
away your beliefs and convictions--hold 
to them, but realize all legitimate 
Christian denominations worship the 
same God and have more in common 
than in opposition. Let us focus on each 
other’s strengths and build each other 
up. Do some of the issues that we fight 
over really matter? Let us be more 
encouraging and supportive of one 
another, while at the same time realizing 
that we might be wrong on issues; great 
theologians of the past have been wrong, 
so what makes us totally immune? 

As a final thought I would like to 
emphasize that we are all one body 
composed of many parts, under the head 
of Christ. The strength we gather is due 
to the diversity and differences others 
have to offer. Every denomination has 
something positive to offer to other 
denominations that they might be 
lacking. I can unequivocally attest to 
the truth of this throughout my life. | 
believe one of the marks of a mature 
Christian is to be thankful for the 
diversity of believers and not see it as a 
source of tension. @ 
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Adjusting to a New Culture 


by Jeremy Harrison 

I was born and raised a Bahamian and I'll always be one 
inside, I guess. I was born on the island of New Provi- 
dence. This island is one of many islands which make 
up the country called the Bahamas. The capital of the 
Bahamas is Nassau City, which is on New Providence. I 
come from the outskirts 
of Nassau City. 

My father is a 
Bahamian and my 
mother is Canadian. 
My mother still has 
relatives in the Toronto 
area, so I have visited 
here off and on in the 
past as | grewup. My 
only brother goes to 
school in Tennessee, 
and I have no sisters. 
Other than these facts, my life was probably very much 
like many of those reading this right now. I was born 
and raised a Christian, if one can say that. I have gone to 
a Christian school all my life and attended a non- 
denominational church. Nothing too dramatic. Life in 
the Bahamas is not all that exciting. It’s a great place to 
visit, but not to live. Then I came to Redeemer in 
September 1995. 

When I came here I was expecting a school with a 
much greater variety of cultures and nationalities. 
However, this was not the case, and most of the faces I 
saw were white and the names were all European. I was 
forced to adjust to the behaviours and customs of a new 
culture, to the dominant features of the Canadian person- 
ality. For example, I found the people here to be stiff, 
without relaxed personalities. Everyone was always in a 


“T also had to adjust things a 

little in my own personality. 
. As a Bahamian. . 
be very blunt.” 


big rush, or at least that was the way it seemed at first. 
So I had to get used to these characteristics in the people 
around me. In a way, this was good. It opened my eyes 
to the different types of people that are in the world. 

I also had to adjust things a little in my own person- 
ality. People found 
me, as a Bahamian, to 
be different in the way 
I related to others. I 
tend to be very blunt 
when I make com- 
ments about people. 
This is part of the 
culture I come from. I 
had to adjust and learn 
to be more subtle in 
how I spoke to people 
and how I told them 
about things, All the things I noticed and had to adapt to 
made me feel very anxious during my first semester here. 
However, now that I am used to things, it’s not so bad. 

I was disappointed at first at Redeemer. I found that 
the extra-curricular activities were lacking and that the 
amount of activities and clubs available is quite small 
because Redeemer is a small institution. However, the 
newly started International Student Club is a great idea. 
It helps those of us from overseas to adjust. 

I really like the classes here at Redeemer, though. 
The small class size and the Christian attitudes of the 
professors make it a great place to learn. I find it makes 
good grades easier to come by. The freedom we as 
students have to express our opinions on campus and just 
to live is also a real blessing. I have enjoyed my time at 
Redeemer so far and I hope to be back next year.@ 


. I tend to 


There Are Thorns In Paradise 


by Carlos Nishimura 

Who am I? What am I doing here? These philosophical 
questions can sometimes come to you and can hurt, if 
you are not acquainted with the term--happiness. This 
single word can make man fly, can make the meaning of 
money useless, and can make us blind, transforming us 
into dreamers. Can we find 
happiness at Redeemer 
College? Am [here for a 
purpose or by a mere 
consequence of destiny? 
Nobody can answer that for 
us better than ourselves. 
So, the purpose of my 
article would be as little as 
a hint of what I think about 
life here. 

By way of introduction 
to an uneasy topic, I chose 
the truth--that I am having the same questions, concerns, 
and a whole lot of things that haunt me about life that 
you may also have. Dreamers or believers, we all know 
the value of education in our lives. We are just prepar- 
ing the soil for a crop in which our future may seem 
uncertain as well as the expectations from our parents 
and friends, which leads us to wonder: Is it all going to 


be as I planned? Will I really have the difficulties that 
members of society generally face when I leave this 
place? Who can answer these questions? 

There are definitely thorns in the paradise. We may 
not notice at first glance, but it is somewhere deep, 
hurting and urging a direct reaction. So, how can we 
respond to these urges? Each person is different, as are 


“Tam having the same questions, 
concerns, and a whole lot of 
things that haunt me about life 
that you may also have.’ 


his or her goals in life. However, it may occur that the 
response could be found in a simple act or attitude. 
Depending on each personality, it may take years or a 
lifetime to realize that his/her time was wasted by the 
struggles to deal or leave this problem unsolved, More 
specifically, the 
goal of someone’s 
life is to fulfil an 
ideal posted in our 
lives. 

To illustrate, I 
would give an 
example: my own 
struggles. I am 
from Brazil and 
have been living 
abroad for at least 
five years, In 
1991, 1 flew to Japan to work there. Everything was so 
different, the people, the culture, the climate. So, after 
four years of working in a factory, I decided to come to 
Canada. It has been one year that I took that decision of 
changing my life. Also when I was in Japan the same 
“thorns” were “given” to me in order to create a re- 
sponse. And I responded to it. 

It is for the sake of attitude that these thorns are sent 
to us. For the majority it does not hurt at all because 
they think that by avoiding them, life would be smooth 
and easy. Just look in this way: “Avoiding to step in 
one of these thorns may take a lifetime to cross or to 
conquer the secrets of life. It is up to you to find your 
own way at Redeemer on those years of labour. @ 
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From Nigeri: 


by Diana Mostert 

Adefoluke Odunlami as interviewed at her request 
Adefoluke Odunlami was born in Nigeria. Folu, as she is 
known, has two siblings and has had numerous travelling 
opportunities because she is the youngest child. Folu has 
a Nigerian father who is an architect and a mother of 
Brazil and Sirrea 
Leone background. 

Folu’s mother, 
who holds a Master of 
Science in 
Radiopharmacy, is a 
radiation therapist and 
travels from country 
to country due to the 
great demand of 
persons in her occupa- 
tion. Folu has 
travelled with her 
mother to the US, 
back to Nigeria and then to Canada, plus many other 
countries. Folu lived in the US from 1979 to 1983, in 
Nigeria from 1983 to 1993 and now in Canada since 
1993, 

Folu finished off her high school education in the 
Canadian public school system. On hearing about 
Redeemer in her high school in Ottawa, she visited 
Redeemer and applied. She had never heard of a 
Christian university and because she had never gone to a 
Christian school before, she thought she would come to 
study at Redeemer for awhile. 

Travelling around, Folu has needed to adjust to 
different systems of schooling as well as adjusting to 
meeting new people. Moving from school to school and 
country to country, Folu has not found it too difficult to 
adjust to Redeemer. Travelling and meeting new cultures 
and systems of education has made her open to new 
experiences and many ways of doing things. Although 
Nigeria is still home to Folu, she does not regret moving 
around. Folu added, “If 1 had my way, I would go to 
school in every country of the world.” 

Being new to the school, Folu can easily pick out 
general characteristics about Redeemer and its student 
body. She mentioned the fact that students here seemed 
insecure in meeting people from other cultures with other 
ways of doing things. She has learned to respect all sorts 
of people’s values and she encourages us to work in 
harmony with each other. Folu warns that we should 
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trust each individual as you meet him or her rather than 
judging by someone on the news or some celebrity of the 
same nationality. She adds that we should let each 
person prove him or herself and make his or her own 
reputation. 

Folu noticed that people are not easily open to other 
ways of doing things. Most people are 
interested in other cultures, yet are 
very set in their own ways. The Dutch, 
to her, are very protective of their 
heritage and less interactive with non- 
Dutch people. For Folu, travelling has 
helped to see the value in many 
heritages, opening her eyes to many 
possibilities. 

Folu has adjusted to classes quite 
easily because she has moved from 
school to school more than once. 
Although she admits that she doesn’t 
understand the Dutch jokes spattered 
throughout lectures, she adds that it doesn’t really bother 
her. She said, “There are Nigerian jokes, too, but they 
won't be told where there are people who don’t under- 
stand them; but in the presence of someone who doesn’t 
understand a joke, we’ll explain it so that next time the 
person can join in when the joke is said.” 

Folu enjoys the individuality here, where her profs 
know her by name and make the effort to get to know 
her. She appreciates the he/los in the hallways which 
altogether make her feel welcome. 

When Folu applied, she knew that she was coming 
to a generally single-cultural community. She added 
that, “Redeemer sure isn’t much of a multicultural 
school, it’s a Dutch school,” but then she didn’t expect it 
to be otherwise. She chose Redeemer and takes what 
comes with it. 

Folu spoke about how she and her dorm discuss 
these things. She added that if she were in Nigeria and a 
student from a different culture came to her school, she 
would not know what to say to that person at first, either. 

Her conclusion was that basically all cultures have 
their main differences but also have a lot in common. 
Everyone comes from different backgrounds but we're 
all human beings. Her closing advice to the Redeemer 
community is to be more open and ask questions when 
you’re unsure. Don’t assume things about different 
cultures and peoples, because far too often, wrong and 
misleading assumptions come up. @ 


is Showing” — 


by Frances J. Manias 
I was really excited by the opportunity to write for this 
issue’s centre spread. Why? Well it’s funny but I am 
glad that some- 
one finally 
noticed! and said 
something! 
Diana Mostert 
spoke some 
truths in her 
editorial, yet 
failed to mention 
one key point: 
ignorance, lack 
of knowledge, 
misinformation, a 
need for under- 
standing .... Do not let these words characterize you. 
You know, | don’t mind when people ask me “where I am 
from”, or even try to guess. This shows me they are 
sincere in their attitude. It is those people who just 
assume they know my background that I feel for. For 
example, the gas attendants who speak to me in Leba- 
nese, or those at Redeemer who year after year, on 
several different occasions assume that the “short, dark- 
haired, dark-eyed, ethnic-looking boy(s)” is my brother! 
Look, I have no beefs about what other people have 
thought about me, my culture or my ethnicity--I am 
flattered! Hey, I am different and if you have not yet 
noticed, I thrive on being different. My differences with 
you and most of this Christian Community, however do 
not outweigh my similarities with you. 

Listen to the words of this DC Talk song: 
Coloured People (Jesus Freak, 1995) 


“Pardon me, Your Epidermis 


“. .. kgnorance, lack of knowl- 
edge, misinformation, a need for 
understanding... Do not let 
these words characterize you.” 


Pardon me, your epidermis is showing 

I couldn’t help but note your shade of melanin 

I tip my hat to the colourful arrangement 
Cause I see the beauty in the 
tones of our skin 


We gotta come together, and 
thank the Maker of us all 


We’re coloured people, and 
we live in a tainted place 
We're coloured People, and 
they call us the human race 
We’ ve got a history so full of 
mistakes 

And we are coloured people 
who depend on a Holy Grace 


A piece of canvas is only the beginning 

It takes on character with every loving stroke 

This thing of beauty is the passion of an artist’s heart 
By God’s design, we are a skin kaleidoscope 


We’ve gotta come together, aren’t we all human after all? 


Ignorance has wronged some races 
And vengeance is the Lord’s 

If we aspire to share this space 
Repentance is the cure 


Well, just a day in the shoes of a colour blind man 
Should make it easy for you to see 

That these diverse tones do more than cover our bones 
As a part of our anatomy &@ 


From South Korea to Redeemer 


by Diana Mostert 

Sang-Ho Kim as interviewed at his request 

Sang-Ho Kim is originally from South Korea. He and 
his family immigrated to Canada four years ago at the 
encouragement of many of his relatives who had already 
immigrated to Canada 
earlier. 

Sang-Ho Kim is 
busy with learning 
English which doesn’t 
come easy to him. 
Although he had 
already completed high 
school in Korea, he re- 
did high school in 
Canada to work on 
strengthening his 
English as well as get 
his high school diploma in Canada. 

Sang-Ho Kim heard about Redeemer through a 
friend who had gone to McMaster and met a professor 
from Redeemer. However, Sang-Ho Kim expected 
Redeemer to be much more of a Bible college. Although 
he has learned some things here at Redeemer, he would 
rather attend a Bible college next semester. Sang-Ho 
Kim is of the Presbyterian church and would like to work 
with people in the church. 

This is Sang-Ho Kim’s second semester at Re- 
deemer and has felt that he has had good relations with 
the Professors here. However, he cannot say the same 
with the students. He has not gotten to know very many 
students and he is still on the lookout for another Asian 


“In Korea, the students were 
much more respectful of their 
professors and teachers.” Wart Oe in 


in the hallways. 

Part of the reason that Sang-Ho Kim has not met 
many students is because he and his family live in the 
Stoney Creek/Hamilton area where they run a family 
store. Living at home 
and working at the 
store keeps Sang-Ho 
Kim from attending 
many school functions 
and the opportunity of 
meeting and getting to 
know other students. 


mind, Sang-Ho Kim 
often feels like a 
foreigner here at 
Redeemer. 

Something that has struck Sang-Ho Kim is the very 
different attitude that we as a rather European cultural 
background have towards school, classes and our 
professors. Sang-Ho Kim added that we do not know 
very much about Asian people. In Korea, the students 
were much more respectful of the professors and 
teachers. Sang-Ho Kim finds it distracting when 
students around him eat food in class and talk to each 
other during class. To him it is not only disrespectful to 
the professors but also to the students as it interrupts the 
lecture. This is something important to Sang-Ho Kim 
because he has not yet got a strong hold on the English 
language and he requires much concentration to listen to 
a lecture. @ 
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Faith and the Environment -A Staley Lecture Series Presentation 


An interview with Susan Drake 

by David G. Koudys 

As a presentation of the Staley Lecture 
Series, Ms. Susan Drake came to Re- 
deemer to give the students and staff 
insights into the political, spiritual and 
practical issues facing Christians concern- 
ing the environment. With the recent 
world-wide focus on such concerns as 
global warming, it is rather ironic that the 
weather decided to be unseasonably warm 
during her visit 

Susan is a United States citizen 
Growing up in Madison, Wisconsin, she 
had no idea that she was going to become 
a political environmentalist. Politics 
wasn't even discussed in their home. 
However, she was called to the capital of 
the United States in the form of a Presi- 
dential Internship. While at the nations 
capital, Susan was offered a choice 
between many different portfolios in 
many areas of the political arena, For 
herself, she decided to take “Surface 
Mining - Departmentof the Interior”, 
perhaps the most difficult and dirtiest 
portfolio of them all. Little did she know 
that by taking the “lowliest” position, she 
caught the attention of the “higher-ups”, 

When her term was over in the 
Department of Interiors, those “higher- 
ups” asked if she wanted a position on the 
United Nations Environmental Program. 
After prayerful consideration, she took 
the job. Susan worked in various agen- 
cies and committees on environmental 
issues. She worked with the United States 
Senate, the World Bank and the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. She was the 
E.P.A.’s representative to the U.N. at one 
time. All this before the age of thirty, 

A question that Susan is asked 
frequently is, “Should Christians be in 
politics?” Her reply is a resounding 
“Yes.” One has to look no further than 
Micah 6:8 to understand that combining 
Christian faith and public policy is 
something we should aspire to. “The 
Senate still opens with prayer,” Susan 
points out. The approach of politics by 
Christians must be done carefully and 
prayerfully. Susan believes in the power 
of prayer in the public realm as well. She 
is amember of a prayer group that prays 
for political leaders and institutions. 

Another concern voiced is, “What 
about the ‘ultra right-wing’ conservatives 
in politics who seem to cause much grief? 
They re Christian but they just seem to 
make life difficult, not better.” “We have 
to pray for God's will to be done, and for 
justice,” replies Susan, “Pray for humility 
and mercy and sensitivity.” She goes on 
to say that we have to move forward. The 
culture has changed so we can’t go back 
We need to be bringing people to Christ, 
not turning them away from Christianity 
These (far right) policies do not entice 
people to come to Christ. “Linking of a 
political party to one faith is disturbing 
and extremely dangerous,” finishes 
Susan 

When it comes to her personal faith 


tradition, Susan doesn’t have just one 
tradition she looks to, She points out that 
certain faith traditions have validity to 
them, “We need a proper focus, we have 
to ask, ‘How do we make the gospel 
impact on the western culture?’” People 
coming from a Pentecostal tradition, for 
example, have a real sense of piety — 
power and commitment to prayer. They it, 


have the freedom 
to worship and 
praise the Lord 
with joy. The 
Pentecostals 
believe in the 
power of faith in 
healing, both 
physically and 
spiritually. And 
spiritual warfare is 
a valid issue, The 
Anabaptists have 
a different 
tradition. They 
have faith that’s 
“lived out over the 
landscape.” 
Concepts of 
community are 
very strong to 
Anabaptists. As 
well, the scripture 
is portrayed in 
their mission 
works. For 


” 


The Environment and Redeemer 
The most important thing we can do as 
students to help our environment is to go 
before the Lord an ask Him what we can 
do. Then in owr own dorms we can look 
at and discuss the issues: 
~ what are we buying? Is there too much 
packaging around our products? 

- are we buying products that are toxic to 
the environment? 

- do we use too many paper towels? Can 
we use rags instead? 

- do we use recycled toilet paper? 

- do we recycle all boxes? 

- do we use writing paper to the fullest? 
Both sides? 

As well, students can help parents be 
less threatening to the environent. If you 
live on a farm, can you use organic 
fertilizer instead of chemical fertilizer? 

Again, the best thing we can do for 
the enviornment is to ask our Lord what 
we can do. He will show us the way. 


lifestyle (than those around us),” Being 
committed to family and putting God and 
the church first are most important. 
Caring for creation, for the poor and 
standing up for justice is the way to be. 
“Live the life in the landscape — show 
people you're different,” encourages 
Susan, “Live it as opposed to just speak 


Another 
important facet 
about being 
Christian is that 
we should be able 
to share the 
Gospel at any 
time. Susan talks 
of her visit to 
Tibet and her 
meeting with the 
Dali Lama, “If 1 
can talk to the 
Dali Lama about 
Christianity, you 
should be able to 
discuss Christian- 
ity in any situa- 
tion,” 

This brings up 
the mission field. 
Missionaries have 
to be open to 
indigenous 
people. “The 


Anabaptists, a 

holistic lifestyle is the only approach to 
living. The Reformist tradition offers the 
scholarship and intellectual understanding 
of the scriptures. People from the reform 
background integrate their faith and 
vocation. Finally, Susan looks to the 
Baptist tradition. Baptists have a solid 
Biblical tradition. They really know and 
study the word. Scriptural study becomes 
part of your daily life. 

We can look to two different models 
when trying to make the gospel impact on 
western culture. The Reformist model 
confronts western culture with Christian- 
ity. Through the training and empower- 
ing of Christian leaders, we can bring 
about changes in the culture. The 
Anabaptists, however, live apart from the 
culture. Their separate community will be 
an example to others for the western 
culture is too corrupted to be redeemed, 

In her life, Susan’s approach is more 
like the Reform model, In order to 
facilitate changes, she works within the 
current system. “(Christians) must be 
involved in all aspects of society,” she 
says. Having a Biblical foundation and 
solid Christian values are most important 
in this endeavour, Further, as Susan 
points out, if we want to work in areas 
such as economics, we have to understand 
other areas like health care. We must be 
prepared and well versed in all areas, we 
have to address a// the issues, 

However, the Anabaptist model 
factors into Susan’s life. “Living Christ 
in the culture, we have to have a different 
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principle is to 
recognize and 
respect the culture in mission work. They 
(the missionaries) have to be careful,” 
advises Susan, “They can destroy cultures 
by changing things too much.” By 
building structures and “mowing down 


trees,” are missionaries teaching Christian . 


beliefs or are they bringing in western 
culture’s beliefs in material goods. 
“Christian education in different cultures 
could be disastrous,” cautions Susan, “We 
have to be careful because we can transfer 
our western cultural ideals over as well.” 
Susan suggests we can get beyond our 
western culture, “We have to 
acknowledge and look at a culture’s 
beliefs. This can be done without syncre- 
tism entering the system.” 

Susan further explains, “What is 
needed today is missionary 
earthkeeping.” This is done by having a 
full understanding of the natural world. 
“The Lord cares for His creation. We, as 
His servants, can make an impact on the 
environment. From large corporations to 


Mail for Jeff Bakker 


As many of you know, Jeff Bakker 
has left us temporarily to study in 
France for a semester. At the 
present time, his address is un- 
known, however, I’m sure he would 
still love to receive some mail from 
his friends back home, 

Professor Rusthoven will be going to 
Paris on February 3rd and will be 
meeting sometime with Jeff. She is 
willing to take with her any mail 
that people might have for him, 

So start writing those letters and 
have them to Professor Rusthoven 
(127 D) no later than noon on 
Friday, February 2nd. 


the single individual, all of us can make a 
difference. A warning, “The world will 
die from lack of fresh water or good soil 
far before we die from surgery or the 
like,” 

The hindrances for people to do 
missionary carthkeeping is the idea that it 
sounds ‘new age’ or syncretistic. These 
missionaries focus their mission-keeping 
on self-salvation and the self-sustaining 
of the culture they're in. As Susan 


- indicates, however, “It’s not what a man 


does, but what is in his heart that mat- 
ters,” 

A proper role for the church over- 
seas, according to Susan, is not only to 
bring people to Christ, but establish a 
viable economic base for the community. 
An eight step process is used for this: 

1. Know the Bible. Before any work can 
be done by any person, he or she must 
know the Bible, must study it, must 
believe the fundamental truths the Bible 
presents. 

2. Know the local people. In order to 
present the Bible to the culture you're in, 
you must know the people, know their 
beliefs, know their cultural idioms. 

3. Contextualize the Gospel into the 
culture. Not only translate it into the local 
language, but contextualize it such that 
the culture understands what the Bible 
says, the meaning and messages of 
Scripture. Contextualize, not compro- 
mise. 

4. Communicate the Bible to the local 
people. Make sure they understand what 
the Bible is saying. 

5. Confront people with the Gospel. Let 
people know that there is a better way, the 
way of life and salvation. 

6. Establish churches in the culture. 
Churches that will expand people’s 
knowledge as to who their saviour is. 

7. Live out the Gospel. If you don’t live 
it, why should they? 

8. Establish an economic development 
plan for the culture. 

The bottom line is to bring the entire bible 
to the whole culture. 

Perhaps you're not the missionary 
type but you still want to seek a career 
that deals with the environment. Susan 
has many wide ranging suggestions. 
There are “brown jobs”, such as working 
for industry, environmental engineering, 
pollution control, to control or eliminate 
pollution, Then there are “green jobs” 
like working in Zoos, marinas, and 
environmental organizations. Perhaps 
something a little more in the academic 
field? How about an elementary school 
teacher? Influence young minds to care 
for their world. High school and college 
professors are needed that have an 
environmentalist background as well. 
Further, you could always study the 
environment, research past mistakes and 
solutions and provide much needed 
insights and solutions to today’s prob- 
lems. 

Susan finishes with a statement for 
the students of Redeemer, “Dream big 
dreams for your lives. Have dreams that 
will affect your life as well as others. 
Share your life with those around you." 


Words of Wisdom: 


“If you can dream it, 
you can do it”. 
- Walt Disney 
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The Leftist 


(Chris Cuthill) 


by rev ce 


In my last column, I introduced the 
subject of syncretism, or the ways in 
which our Christian World View has 
been corrupted by its amalgamation with 
contradictory belief systems. One recent 
survey produced some startling statistics 
about Americans who have had a born- 
again experience and/or consider 
themselves to be Evangelical Christians. 
The majority of these Christians believe 
that capitalism is a God-ordained system 
of economics, that humanism is a great 
threat to the American way of life, and 
that America was founded on the Bible 
and has uniquely spiritual roots. Of 
course, anyone with even the most basic 
knowledge of political history would 
realize that the United States was. 
founded almost completely on the faith 
of man’s reason and goodness. In 
essence, America is the holy Mecca of 
humanism. I am not saying that 
America as a nation is evil, but | am 
saying that a Christian syncretism with 
the American ideology is idolatrous, 
sinful and wholly in opposition to the 
mission of the Church. Yet Christians 
continue to fight the pointless battle and 
continue to sacrifice His mission by 
worshipping Yahweh along side the 
pagan gods. . 

Another example of this syncretistic 
allegiance to Western culture is the rise 
of an extremely popular cult known 
collectively as the faith movement. 
Under the guise of Christianity, charis- 
matic cultists such as Oral Roberts, 
Benny Hinn, Kenneth Copeland and 
Morris Cerullo preach a different gospel 
which is in complete opposition to the 
historic Christian faith. One of the basic 
tenets of the movement is the so-called 
prosperity theology, which attempts to: 
draw a correlation between the 
Abrahamic covenant and the church of 
the New Covenant by saying firstly that 
God desires all Christians to rich, and 
secondly that wealth is the direct result 
of faith. Ipso facto, the poor are poor 
because of their unbelief. Of course, it 
doesn’t take a theology major to imme- 
diately see the crucial flaws in this 
teaching, but literally millions are being 
drawn into the Kingdom of the cults by a 
false religion which is simply a 
spiritualized version of the American 
Dream. It is syncretism at the most 
dangerous and demonic level. 

Of course, we in the Reformed 


The View from the 
Middle... 


by Dau Rekly 


During the run up to the Quebec Refer- 
endum last fall, | was completing the 
application for Ontario medical schools. 
The application was a onerous one, a 
difficult step on a long journey of 
difficult steps from setting the goal of 
becoming a doctor to retiring satisfied 
with my career. When I mention my 
aspirations to people | often get com- 
ments about how difficult it is to achieve 
what I desire, | am never quite sure how 
to respond. Quite frankly, the difficulty 
to irrelevant since the dream so com- 
pletely dominates my thoughts. The 
difficulties only enhance the desire for, 
and anticipated satisfaction of achieving, 
the dream. 

I was struck by how the same 


community are far above this, aren't we? 
1 find it quite portentous that a commu- 
nity which prides itself on its careful 
discernment so willingly accepts so 
many of the economic ideals set forth by 
Western culture. Some even twist these 
values into a type of virtue by masking 
them behind the jargon of a “Protestant 
work ethic”. While hard work and zeal 
are noble attributes, the impetus behind 
the work is most often not. I’m afraid I 
see nothing admirable about gaining all 
the material comforts which our capital- 
ist world tells us are necessary, while 
millions starve and die. More than that, 
our allegiance to the Western gospel has 
done a great deal to create the problem. 
If anyone doubts the direct correlation 
which our greed has had on the Third- 
World, I urge you to read Sider’s Rich 
Christians in an Age of Hunger which 
provides some startling statistics. 

While the Evangelicals have 
traditionally carried the unholy banner 
of capitalism most proudly, the Re- 
formed community has often upheld the 
much more inclusive and dangerous 
banner of justification. Perhaps it is 
time to rethink economics from a 
Biblical perspective instead of attempt- 
ing to defend the existing systems from 
crystal towers; perhaps it is time for 
radical Biblical change. Scripture 
strictly prohibits both utilization of the 
Gospel to get rich, and justification of 
riches through the Gospel. We middle- 
class North Americans must understand 
that in the widespread poverty of the 
ancient Mediterranean world, we would 
have been considered rich. The Bible 
rebukes those who are seeking to 
accumulate wealth and transitory 
material comfort--in other words, the 
American Dream. If Jesus came today, 
He might say, /t is nearly impossible to 
own a BMW and enter the Kingdom of 
God. 

There\is not enough space to eyen 
scratch the surface here, but I think we 
should all seriously examine our motives 
for being here at Redeemer, Are we 
here to become equipped for Kingdom 
building or castle building? Do we have 
a heart for His mission or the comfort- 
able mediocrity of the middle-class 
lifestyle? Do we have the courage to 
formulate and implement socioeconomic 
structures based on a Biblical model, or 
will we continue to bow the knee to 
Mammon? If we must choose between a 
narrow justification of our affluence, or 
following Jesus among the oppressed, | 
wonder how many of us would imitate 
the rich young ruler. 


psychology applied to those who sought 
Quebec independence. They are people 
who are seeking a dream. To tell a 
separatist that his or her dream will be 
difficult to achieve is pointless. The old 
rhetoric of economic losses and social 
consequences can have no impact. 
Difficulties are of no concern for the 
dreamer. 

To fight a vision, one must have an 
equally compelling vision. Those who 
oppose a separate Quebec must offer a 
Canada that inspires dreams of a better 
tomorrow. Such a country is not created 
by politicians who argue divisions of 
federal and provincial powers or debate 
an elected Senate. It will not become 
reality when the budget is balanced. It 
is created by people who build economic 
opportunity and social institutions that 
give everyone, rich and poor, the 
opportunity to build a better 
tomorrow, 


"the Redneck" 


with Sid Ypma 


Federal vs Provincial 
Throughout the history of Canada, the 
balance of power has swayed back and 
forth between the federal government 
and the provincial governments, At 
different times one has had more control 
than the other and wasn’t scared to flex 
its muscles against the other. Fora 
number of decades now, the Canadian 
federal government has held this balance 
of power and has been flexing its 
muscles. I would suggest to you that 
this balance could possibly be changing. 
While the federal government seems 
reluctant to make the necessary changes 
needed to get this country stabilized, the 
provincial governments seem to be 
riding the wave of reform and change. 

The big step in this process has been 
the right wing movement which favours 
cost cutting measures as a way to 
stabilize budgets. While certain provin- 
cial governments have been successfully 
working this method of progress, our 
federal government has sat and watched, 
only trimming its costs slightly, scared 
to walk on anybody’s toes. The provin- 
cial governments are winning the favour 
of the masses because they’re not as 
scared of the people, making decisions 
that they know will benefit the people in 
the long term. For this reason the 
provincial governments have been 
becoming braver in their moves, step- 
ping on the toes of the disfavoured 
federal government. 

This type of attitude has left the 


TAN( 4=ENT 


David . Koudys 


During Ms. Susan Drake’s visit to 
Redeemer College, I was able to ask her 
a question that has been perplexing me 
for a long time. Susan, being well 
versed in politics and environmmental 
issues (for that’s sort of what she does 
for a living), shed some light on my 
dilemma. 

My dilemma went something like 
this: “Who are we to tell countries less 
technologically advanced to stop the 
same industrial build-up that our own 
countries (Canada, the United States, et. 
al) did a century or so ago? Yes we 
know that factories without controls are 
disasterous to the environment. Yes 
people’s health and lifestyles are in- 
fringed, But can we stand on our 
hypocritical soapbox and put sanctions 
on these countries to make them stop 
their negative impact on the environ- 
ment?” In short, aren't we being 
hypocrites by slapping hands that steal 
from the same cookie jar we stole from 
when we were younger? This is my 
problem. 

Susan helped solve the dilemma. 
Perhaps sanctions aren't the solution. 
The way to help countries less techno- 
logically advanced, as well as helping 
out the environment, is by having a 
dialogue with these countries. By 
showing them where we made our 
mistakes so that they don’t make the 
same ones and by sharing the technology 
we currently have that limit environmen- 
tal damage, everyone benefits. 

My Christian life has very much the 
same dilemma and solution. People who 
are “Bible thumpers,” i.e., ultra right- 
wing conservative Christians (all 
apologies to my political science prof 
aside for using the term “right-wing”) 
make me extremely nervous. “You must 


federal government scrambling in a 
number of instances. Recently B.C. 
made a decision to create a three month 
residency requirement for welfare 
recipients, This means that you must 
live in the province for three months 
before you can receive any welfare. The 
federal government says that B.C. can’t 
do this and has held back $47 million in 
transfer payments, Rather than back 
down, B.C, has decided to sue the 
government for this money, The prov- 
inces don’t appear to be scared of the 
federal government any longer. The 
provinces give money to the federal 
government through taxes and deserve to 
get some of it back. I would suggest 
that if the federal government is going to 
withhold transfer payments, provincial 
governments will begin to think of ways 
to keep their money in the first place. 
This is the extreme consequence, but it 
may be the only way to keep control of 
their finances, seeing as the federal 
government is unable to manage it 
properly. 

Provinces like B.C., Alberta, and 
Ontario are getting sick of carrying the 
load of the rest of the country, especially 
when they see federal mismanagement. 
These provinces which are getting their 
own finances in order, no thanks to the 
federal government, are going to want to 
keep control on their debt once they get 
itdown. The federal government may 
be flexing its muscles to the fullest right 
now, but the provinces have been 
weightlifting and are to the point where 
their muscles can overpower those of the 
federal government, let the wrestling 
match begin. @ ~ 


do this or you're going to rot in hell!” 
are the kind cf Christians that make it 
difficult for me to call myself the same. 
Knowing that we, each and every one of 
us, are a// sinners and that it is on/y 
through the grace of God that any of us 
are saved, who am I to yell at people to 
stop making the same mistakes | make 
as a fellow sinner. Not only does this 
approach turn non-Christians away from 
Christ, but it makes life difficult for 
other Christians (“Oh no! It’s a Chris- 
tian! Going to yell at us ‘sinners’ some 
more, are you?’’) 

Well, I start applying this idea of 
helping and sharing to my Christian life 
and suddenly I become more comfort- 
able. It is not through anything | do that 
saves people, it is through God's grace 
alone. Approaching others in a humble 
manner and with a sense that salvation is 
accomplished through Christ, | am more 
apt to help others instead of turing 
them away. 

Opening a dialogue with non- 
Christians and helping them to see the 
errors of their ways, I can share my own 
experiences and let them know they're 
not alone in their struggle. If | havea 
strong faith, | can open up with others, 
discuss my sins of the past and how | 
dealt with my sins as a Christian. 
Through “living the life” perhaps | can 
set an example as to what being a 
Christian is all about. 

Knowing that we fall short of the 
mark keeps all of us humble and mindful 
of God's redeeming grace. We can't be 
hypocrites. We can't condemn others to 
the same hell that we, even as Chris- 
tians, would be in if it wasn't for His 
grace. 

As a Christian, I celebrate the fact 
that Christ saved me. I want others to 
feel the same joy | feel knowing He is 
in my life. I want to shout on the 
rooftops about the redeeming grace God 
has given me. | just don't want to turn 
others away in the process of doing so.@ 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Wy ORGAN DONATION 
GAVE MICHELLE 


A SECOND CHAMMIGH 


Until a few months ago, kidney dialysis was her only chance. 


But then a kidney donor was found. Discuss orgah donation 


with your family and sign a donor card today. If enough people 


Anyone wishing to write an 
article, draw a cartoon, submit a joke, 
or do something else creative or witty 
for this page would be in my debt. 
Dorm #35 would love to make you 
supper, and if they don’t, perhaps we 
could talk to dorm #5. Either way I’d 
be a happy fella, so if this interests 
you, let me know. Your humblest 
page editor - Calvin Hiemstra 


66 99 


Quotations 


compiled by Calvin Hiemstra 


“Who ts Michael Jordan?” 
Prof. Koysis 


“| hate ballet. I’d rather listen to it on 
tape.’ 


Barbara Lelkema 


‘| wish he gave full points for half 
answers.” 


Johanna Baker 


“Those buns are fresh.” 


Marsha Koops 


“Can we stay a little longer?” 
Mike Zwiep in reference to ENG 20] 


“How do you spell ‘Eunich’?” 
Thanh Campbell 
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THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION 
OF CANADA 


do, we can give others like Michelle a second chance. 


OLOONIEO 


Jim Tack Rides and Resources 
For years Jim Tack has been providing 
people with the things they really need. 
Now we will take them the places they 
really need to go. With over two years 
experience driving Staley Lectures from 
and to the airport, our track record is 
impeccable. For infomation, contact 
Tim Zuidema or Jack Klooster. 


“Blazes Frank, Loney is indubitably 
pernicious!” 
Joe Hardy 


“I’m not normally a deep person, cuz 
you know... my brain--I work it hard 
enough.” 

Barbara Eelkema 


“I’m touching my eyelashes. Nice to 
meet you.” 
Laura McCabe 


“Writers should work harder to meet 
the deadline, especially that assistant 
editor.” 

Dave Koudys 


“| could stand looking at naked 

women for hours in a gallery.” 
Prof, H. Van Dyke (in reference to a nude 
painting by Vincent Van Gogh) 


compiled by Suzanne Zantingh 


COLLEGE HUMOUR AND EXTRAS 


“When people tell me I can’t do 
things.” 
Melita Poelman 


“Ignorance in administration.” 
Dave Banga 


“Rumours about glass eyes that don’t 
exist.” 
Scott Post 


“Answering the question of the week.” 
Jenn Dykhouse 


“People chewing.” 
Wendy Smeding 


“When someone leaves a mouthful of 
milk at the bottom of the milk con- 
tainer.” 

Steve Kooy 


“Eight o’clock classes.” 
Vaughn Gowling 


“People who drive 59 in a 60 zone.” 
Mar Harsevoort 


“People who don’t signal in traffic.” 
Brad Bosch 


What is your pet peeve ? 


“Indubitably, it is those who think 
“undoubtably” is a word.” 


“Nothing bothers me.” 


“Trees that don’t get moved for a 


Prof. Loney 


John Lise 


week.” 
Kristi Ballantyne 


“People who ask dumb questions,” 
Tim Lyon 


“Tea bags left in the sink.” 
Amanda Wilms 


‘When people wake up before me.” 
Edwin Makkinga 


“People asking me questions.” 
James Kralt 
’ 
“Dormmates who borrow items and do 
not return them.” 


Marcia Batterink 


“Automated switchboards.” 
Prof. Needham 


Glendale Motors 
Touchless Car Wash 


407 Wilson St. E. Ancaster 
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10% off 
repairs to 
Redeemer 
Students! 
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